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To be read Monday, April 8, 2019 

Luke 23:34a 
Posted by David J. Lose on March 18, 2013 

 

[Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are 

doing.”] 

 

More brackets. 

 

Just to refresh our memory: brackets indicate that a particular verse or even 

set of verses are not found in the earliest fragments of the gospel that we 

have, but were contained in later and more complete manuscripts. This 

doesn’t mean that the verse in question wasn’t of Luke’s original 

composition, just that it seems a little more likely that it was an early 

addition. In this case, for instance, you could skip over this verse and never 

miss a beat. We don’t know for sure – hence the verse is there, but with 

brackets to describe it’s distinct history. 

 

In this case, it’s easy to understand why this verse was included. It is, after 

all, one of the seven last words Jesus utters from the cross. Moreover, it’s 

one of the most beloved and certainly most gracious of those seven words, 

as Jesus prays for forgiveness for those who are in the midst of crucifying 

him, ridiculing him, or abandoning them, saying that they do not know that 

they are doing. 

 

And whatever the history of this verse, this much, at least, is certain: they 

surely do not know they are crucifying the Lord of glory. They do not know 

they are ridiculing the Son of God. And even his disciples, whatever their 

profession of faith earlier, in this moment demonstrate that they do not know 

Jesus is the savior of the world or they would not have betrayed, denied, 

and abandoned him. 

 

So that is the first element of truth in this verse: that humanity is so 

confused, so inexplicably unable to see Gods’ work in and amongst our own 

activities, that we would put the Son of God to death. But it is only the first. 

 



The second truth Jesus’ statement reveals is that God responds to our 

limitation, failing, and sin not with judgment but with mercy, with 

compassion, with forgiveness. Jesus has forgiven throughout his ministry, at 

points – as when he heals the man lowered through the roof by friends – at 

what seems like the oddest of times. Yet that seems to be at the center of 

what he has come to do – offer God’s forgiveness to any and all. And so 

now he forgives again. 

 

And that should tell us something very important: the cross does 

not make forgiveness possible, it reveals that God is essentially and 

irrefutably a God of forgiveness. Some theories about the cross stress that 

Jesus had to be punished in our place – that Jesus’ gruesome death 

somehow paid the debt of justice and honor owed God because of human 

sin – before God could respond to us in love and forgiveness. If that were 

true, why would Jesus forgive so freely during his ministry before his cross? 

If that were true, why would Jesus forgive now, from the cross? 

 

God forgives. God chooses, that is, to repair our broken relationship by love 

rather than justice. Justice has its place – and an important one at that – but 

it does not repair broken relationships. Only love can do that. And so Jesus 

now offers forgiveness just as has done throughout his ministry. Because 

that’s not just what Jesus does, it’s what God is: mercy, compassion, 

love…in a word, forgiveness. Which is what makes this verse not just 

important, or even a valuable part of the tradition, but also and undeniably 

true. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, thank you. Thank you for telling us the truth about 

ourselves, and thank you for telling us the truth about you and your 

response to us. Let us share these two truths with all we meet in wonder and 

gratitude. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

  



To be read Tuesday, April 9, 2019 

Luke 23:33-35 
Posted by David J. Lose on March 19, 2013 

 

 

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus 

there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. [Then Jesus 

said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.”] And 

they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the people stood by, watching; but 

the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if 

he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 

 

It is one of the most memorable scenes of Luke’s story about Jesus. I’m not 

talking about this one, but earlier. Far earlier. Do you remember? 

 

Luke tells us of another time when the orders of a powerful ruler affect the 

destiny of Jesus. Except this time it is not Pilate issuing commands, but the 

Emperor Augustus, the one who decreed that all the world should be 

enrolled. So Joseph took his betrothed, Mary, who was pregnant, along with 

him to be counted. And, as Luke narrates, “While they were there, the time 

came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 

wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was 

no place for them in the inn.” 

 

It may seem an odd juxtaposition, placing these two scenes side by side. 

But both the similarities and contrasts between them are startling. In the 

beginning he was wrapped in bands of cloth; now his clothing is taken away 

and divided among his executioners. His family had no one to take them in. 

All those who have travelled with Jesus have fled, and he is as alone as they 

were. 

 

He didn’t seem like much of a king then, but there was still hope. Prophecies 

and dreams and angelic visitors – the baby boy had such potential, and so 

Mary treasured all those things in her heart. 

 

Now, of course, her heart has been pierced, just as Simeon said it would be. 

And all that potential is all gone, spent, it would seem, in the triumphal entry 

into Jerusalem just days earlier. Jesus is now alone, abandoned, stripped as 

naked for execution as he was when he came into the world. The crowds 



stand and look on – whether appalled or surprised or grieved or indifferent 

we’ll never know – while his opponents scoff. 

 

Can we blame them? Certainly he doesn’t look anything like the Messiah 

they imagined. No wonder they doubt him – from all appearances it seems 

impossible that he could save himself. 

 

And it is impossible. But not because he can’t, but rather because he won’t. 

He didn’t come to save himself; he came to save us. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, keep us mindful of your sacrifice for us and lead us to see 

each other as those persons for whom you died. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 

To be read Wednesday, April 10, 2019 

Luke 23:36-38 
Posted by David J. Lose on March 20, 2013 

 

The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, and 

saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” There was also an 

inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 

 

It’s interesting, if not surprising upon reflection, that each of the groups that 

mock Jesus does so in the terms that make sense to them. The religious 

authorities, for instance, ridicule Jesus as claiming to be a messiah yet who 

is unable to save himself. And now the soldiers choose not a religious term 

but a political one with which to mock him, again with the same refrain: “If 

you are the King of the Jews, save yourself.” 

 

I suppose it’s natural to make sense of events in the terms that are most  

familiar to us. 

 

The problem, though, is that nothing about Jesus is actually all that familiar 

to us. He is a messiah set on saving others, a king bent on serving rather 

than being served, the Son of God who does not consider his status 

something to be enjoyed or exploited but rather a mandate to care for 

others.  



What do you think about when you think about these kinds of terms – 

Messiah, King, Savior, Son of God, Son of Man? Truth be told, we have no 

real categories by which to understand them. And so Luke invites another 

way. Rather than try to explain Jesus’ role or status, he instead tells us a 

story. And in the telling this story he invites us to follow Jesus along the way, 

first learning who and what Jesus is by watching what he does. 

 

And then, in time, learning who Jesus is by following not just his story but his 

example, conforming our life to his as we discover who he is through our 

own discipleship. 

 

Messiah, King, Savior – want to know what these things mean…for both you 

and for the world? Come and follow. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, invite us once again to come to know you fully by 

following your Son. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 

To be read Thursday, April 11, 2019 

Luke 23:39-43 
Posted by David J. Lose on March 21, 2013 

 

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, 

“Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked 

him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence 

of condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are 

getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing 

wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 

kingdom.” He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 

 

More often than not, the choices before us are not crystal clear. There are 

complex factors that we need to consider, pros and cons to calculate, 

various angels that need to be investigated. But every once in a while the 

contrast between options is stark and the choice unambiguously clear. 

 

In this scene – of the best known from the passion story – Luke invites us to 

a choice that is just that clear. While all the gospels describe Jesus’ death as 

taking place with two criminals, only Luke gives them voice. And in 

describing the scene this way, Luke, it would seem, invites us to entertain 

two options as different as night and day. 



 

The first is to remain stuck in a self-centered world where all that matters is 

what you can get out of any given situation. Perhaps that’s not entirely fair, 

in this case, as the thief who first engages Jesus is in dire straights, 

desperate for an escape from the cruel punishment and death he is 

enduring. At the same time, he doesn’t merely “engage” Jesus or even beg 

him for release. Rather, like the religious leaders and soldiers Luke has 

already described, he derides Jesus, perhaps shouting his request as a 

challenge colored by a measure of contempt mingled with desperation. 

 

Which is where the second option comes into play. The second thief 

rebukes the first, reminding him that they both are there for just cause, 

whereas Jesus is there unjustly. Then, voicing his faith directly to Jesus, he 

asks not to be saved but only remembered, testifying to his confidence that 

Jesus is, indeed, messiah and king. To which Jesus famously replies with 

words of affirmation and promise. 

 

Two characters that portray two clear choices: disbelief and derision or faith 

and confidence. It is, Luke seems to imply, just that clear… and up to you to 

choose. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, faith itself is a gift and so we ask that you bless us with 

the sight to look at Jesus’ form on the cross and see in it your intention and 

action to save the world you love so much. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 

 

To be read Friday, April 12, 2019 

Luke 23:44-45 
Posted by David J. Lose on March 22, 2013 

 

It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three 

in the afternoon, while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the temple 

was torn in two. 

 

Heaven and earth itself give witness to the turn of the ages and climax of 

history that takes place at our Lord’s death. Poets and artists through the 

centuries have noted the significance of the failure of the sun to illumine this 

moment. Light fails, Luke notes, as if the heavens cannot bear to witness the 

injustice being committed. 



 

And then there is the Temple curtain. The curtain that separates the holy of 

holies – the place that bears the very presence of God – from the rest of the 

Temple. Only the high priest could enter this most holy of places and then 

only once a year, on Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement. Early Christians, 

rooted as many of them were in Judaism, would recognize instantly the 

significance of the tearing of this curtain as a sign that something 

fundamental had changed. That God’s most holy presence could not be 

contained but was again on the loose. That now all people had access to 

God at anytime and any place. 

 

Does Jesus’ death make this possible? Or does his death signify and usher 

in this new age? Theologians have debated such questions for centuries. 

But I am inclined, especially at this time of the year, less to strain toward 

understanding, and more toward simply accepting with gratitude, the 

mystery of the moment. 

 

For most certainly it is the climax of history and the turning of the ages that 

heaven and earth witness. And now, so do we. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, let us look with holy awe at the mystery of your love 

made manifest in the life, death, and resurrection of your Son. In Jesus’ 

name, Amen. 

 

 

 

To be read Saturday. April 13, 2019 

Luke 23:46 
Posted by David J. Lose on March 23, 2013 

 

Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I 

commend my spirit.” Having said this, he breathed his last. 

 

One of the persistent questions we ask when we approach the Passion story 

is “why?” Why did Jesus have to endure the pain, the suffering, the abuse, 

ridicule, and shame? Why, in short, did Jesus have to experience the 

unimaginable agony of crucifixion?  



It’s an understandable, perhaps even natural, question. But it’s also a 

question that the gospels themselves ultimately do not answer. They do 

however, address another question, and that is “for whom.” Here, Luke is 

unambiguous: Jesus dies for his disciples, those who believed in him yet 

faltered. He dies for the crowds, those who cheered him one week and 

called for his death the next. He dies even for those who sentenced him to 

death, praying for God’s forgiveness upon their ignorance and injustice. And 

he dies for us, those who at various times have believed and faltered, been 

faithful and fallen short of God’s calling. 

 

This scene, in particular, is crucial to understanding, if not the why, at least 

the for whom, of Jesus’ death. For Luke makes it abundantly clear that 

Jesus gives himself over to death willingly. His life, that is, is not ripped away 

as in some horrible accident, nor is it torn from him as in some senseless 

tragedy. Rather, he commends his Spirit to the Father, giving his life of his 

own accord. 

 

So whatever other questions we may have, this we know for certain: Jesus 

gave himself, fully and freely, for us and for all the world. Why? Because that 

is who he is: God’s love embodied. And that is why he came: to declare the 

Lord’s favor to all. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, when we look at the cross remind us of your great love 

for us and all the world and empower us to share that love with everyone we 

meet. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Author of Lenten Blog postings 

PASTOR LOSE Born December 21, 1964, in Pennsylvania, Pastor Lose is a 

graduate of Franklin & Marshall College (BA), the Lutheran Theological 

Seminary at Philadelphia (MDiv, STM), and Princeton Theological Seminary 

(PhD). Pastor Lose has served on various boards and associations. He 

presently is serving as the president of The Lutheran Theological Seminary 

at Philadelphia.  

Seen at http://www.davidlose.net/ >Devotions > Lenten Devotions 

http://www.davidlose.net/


 


